
Making Your Own Planting Pots from  
Items Found Around the House 

Newspaper Planting Pots 

1.  Start with a standard size newspaper opened to its full size. 

2.   Cut it in half 

 

 

3. Fold one of the halves into thirds. 

 

 

 

4. Wrap the folded paper around a 2x2 leaving an inch of the paper hanging over the bottom 
edge.   Add a small piece of masking tape to secure the seam edge.   

                                                          

5. Fold under as though wrap-
ping the end of a package, tuck-
ing in the seam edge first.  Finish 
folding and secure 

with a small piece of masking tape.   

6. Press closed end firmly on a  hard surface to make 
it flat. 

7. Slide pot off the 2x2 and gently crease sides to make pots as         
square as possible.   

8. Pots can be made to varying sizes by adjusting the size of the folded newspapers.  A single 
half sheet is adequate for  small seeds. Pots can be made deep-
er or larger by using larger block sizes.   

9. For larger pots use a piece of 4x4 lumber and double the thick-
ness of the paper. 

Caution:  Do not plant the pots directly into the soil. Paper breaks 
down much more slowly than roots develop and can stunt the 
growth of seedlings.  Compost the empty pots. 

 WSU Extension programs are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of non -

compliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office.  
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1. Remove label and rinse a clear 2 litre  bottle with cap. 

2. Carefully cut the bottle in half using scissors or a sharp 

knife. 

3. On the top half of the cut bottle 

make six one-inch cuts around the 

cut edge of the bottle.  This will               

allow the top half of the bottle to                          

slide into the bottom half of the              

bottle. 

4. Gently slide the top half of the bottle into the bottom half of the bottle to 

ensure a snug fit.   

5. Remove  top and using an ice pick, awl or other sharp, 

rounded object, carefully poke holes into the five lowest 

points on the bottom half to ensure adequate drainage. 

6. Fill the lower half of the bottle with a 

dampened soil mix for seed  starting .  Keep soil one 

inch below the cut side to provide room to slide the             

top half into the bottom half. 

7. Plant the seeds, then slide the top half onto the                  

bottom half and place the cap on the open end. 

8. Place in a spot that is bright but doesn’t receive direct sunlight until seeds have germinated 

and top can be removed. 

Peas:  Day 1 Peas:  Day 7 Peas:  Day 20 


