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Make sure you 

check out the    

Master Gardener 

Facebook page for 

the latest info & 

classes 

Presidents Corner 

Hello. By now the plants you started in February for the Plant Sale 

are getting bigger by the day. I always find this time of year especially 

exciting as the daffodils and tulips start to pop up, proof that no matter 

how long the winter may have seemed, there is new life just waiting to 

bloom! The feeling of accomplishment when you take your plants to 

the Plant Sale to support our Master Gardener program is immense, 

and even more rewarding is the actual participation in the Plant Sale! 

We work hard, but we have fun! Seeing how the community comes out 

to support us is also very rewarding.  

I encourage you to share the things you are learning, whether you 

are a veteran Master Gardener or a trainee because when you do, you 

grow in knowledge and confidence. Happy growing! 

Jan Marshall, president 

Remember to 

Record your 

hours 
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      Craft Needs 

 Still looking for filled Mason Bee 4-hole collection blocks… especially from those that received Ma-

son Bee Hotels for free.  I will exchange every filled 4-hole block with a clean empty block.  We can 

sell the filled blocks and it really requires no work on your part as the Mason Bees do all the work.  Let 

me know if you are interested in providing a home for a Mason Bee Hotel Structure.  You get the ben-

efit of attracting outstanding pollinators to your garden.   

 Held a very successful craft workshop and will have more coming up.  We can use your skills at a 

future wood working workshops but we do limit the number of volunteers for safety and production 

reasons.  Contact me if you are interested.  A big “Thank You” goes to both Joanne Cobbs and Don 

Enstrom for drilling out the 130 Mason Bee houses used in both Youth Outreach projects and for sale 

in our Foundation fundraising efforts.   

Upcoming Events 

March 2 10am  Morton    Bob Lyle Center   Planning a Veggie Garden 

March 6 6pm   Centralia   Borst Kitch. #1   Know your Soils 

March 9 9am-2p  Centralia  Centralia College  Gardening for Everyone 

March 12 6pm   Chehalis  Timberland Library  Advanced Composting 

March 16 10am  Chehalis  Providence Place Demo  Blueberry Car & Pruning 

March 19 5:30p  Centralia  Church of God   Waste Free Travel Kit 

March 23 10am  Salkum   Demo Garden   Getting the Veggie Garden Started 

April 6  10am  Morton   Bob Lyle Center   Composting Basics 

April 10  6pm   Chehalis  Court House    Composting Basics 

April 13  10am  Chehalis  Senior Center   Fermentation: Kraut, Kimchi, kefir 

April 20  10am  Centralia  Borst Demo Garden Dahlia: Dividing. Planting 

April 25  6pm   Salkum   Library      Know your soils 

April 27  10 am  Salkum   Library      Food Forest; Backyard & Orchard 

April 27  10 am  Centralia  Church of God   Bucket Garden Caddy    
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Youth Outreach 

 We need Master Gardeners to step-up and get involved with teaching our youth!  This is 

not a new request but an appeal to those that have not gotten involved.  The curriculum is 

already established.  The forums are established the local schools involved have the 

school Superintendent, local Principals and teachers support.  All you have to do is pre-

sent the information.  We will help you get comfortable with the materials, visual aids, Pow-

erPoints and handouts.  The most advantageous learning method is to observe the current 

classes.  If you are not comfortable with your training presentation skills we have experi-

ence in helping you get comfortable.  Our single goal is to make you successful.  Part of 

the Master Garden Program is to “grow people”.  William Pittman announced that this is 

probably his last school year so there is a REAL demand for a replacement (six topics in 

six months and you contact 2,700 to 3,000 students).  Youth Outreach makes a bigger im-

pact on the community than any other educational outreach effort we do (last year almost 

6,000 contacts).  Jason is getting requests to provide this type of education to other 

schools but we just have to say “no” due to our limited volunteer base.  Please step-up.   

Bob Taylor for Gail Gibbard (Youth Outreach) 

New Foundation Tablecloth/Banner 

1 
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State Master Gardener Foundation 

  The 2020 State Foundation sponsored Advanced Learning Conference will be October 

2
nd

 & 3
rd)

 (Friday and Saturday) at Fort Warden in Port Townsend, just a little over 2 ½ 

hours away.   

By cutting the Conference from 2 ½ days to two days we feel that the total costs to attend 

should open many more options.  The first day doesn’t start until 10:00 with classes ending 

at 4:00pm both days.  Fort Warden has a lot of history and is a very comfortable area to 

learn, meet others and enjoy the scenery.  The housing options are varied with also the op-

tion of nearby hotels/motels plus camping/RV hook-ups.  The course presenters and costs 

options are still being hammered out.  What can be really great is if a county reserves a 

whole house (houses vary in size and number of bedrooms/bathrooms).   I fully expect that 

“whole houses” will be gobbled up fast once the sign-up period opens.  These types of ac-

commodations can really make the whole experience a lot of fun and provide a natural way 

to make better friends.  I will keep you posted on decisions and other information.  

If you haven’t started—it’s time to get 

your grow on—the plant sale is just 

around the corner.  Seeds can be started, 

plants can be dug & divided.  Barbara 

Eastman  will bring veggie seeds to the 

meeting for you to start, if you need help 

or are new to seed starting grab another 

MG for help.  Divide & pot up plants so 

they have a chance to get settled & de-

velop good roots before the sale. We 

want a successful sale with lots of healthy 

plants.  Lettuce bowls, tomatoes, squash, 

fruit, herbs, flowers, shrubs, trees & 

houseplants are all good.  We just want to 

make sure they look good & are healthy.     

Congratulations to our very own 

Don Enstrom,                                        

the new State Foundation President 
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Demonstration Gardens 

Providence Place Demonstration Garden 

 The Lewis County Master Gardener Foundation is the proud recipient of a $1,000 contri-

bution from the Providence Place Foundation in Seattle.  This is the largest single cash do-

nation, with no spending strings attached, since I’ve been involved with the Master Garden-

ers in the past 20 years.  Both the existing residents and the corporate Providence Place 

Foundation really appreciate all of the Lewis County Master Gardener volunteers for what 

they do.   

 Our February 9
th
 Rose Care and hand-on pruning class had to be cancelled due to snow 

and is rescheduled to Saturday, February 23
rd

 at 10:00am.   

 

First a howling blizzard woke us, 
Then the rain came down to soak us, 
And now before the eye can focus- 
                       Crocus. 
Lilja Rogers, American Poet (1908-93) 

 

 

Salkum Demonstration Garden 

The garden is still asleep under a layer of snow—but a planning meeting is coming in 

March, so start thinking about what you want to accomplish. 

Newsletter Survey 

The results of the newsletter survey are in and com-

plied, with an overall positive response.  Only 38% of 

the MG’s responded, so information obtained is not as 

good as it could have been, but overall 90% of the re-

sponses were favorable.  Some readers were hoping 

for a monthly format and others would like to see 

more articles on what their fellow master gardeners 

are up to.  Almost everyone would like to see more 

timely information on upcoming events.   

70% of those responding said they would be willing to 

submit an article for an upcoming newsletter.  (As edi-

tor I am in favor—pick your topic, do a little research 

and send it to me.   I would love to have everyone 

share in the newsletter.  If you need an idea about 

gardening, want to cover an event, know a fellow MG 

you would like the rest of us to know better.  Let me 

know.  The more participation we have, the better the 

newsletter will be.  
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On February 16, 26 people braved the cold temperatures to gather at the Borst Demonstration Garden 

to attend Gary Gorreman’s workshop.  Gary talked about the two ways to prune your grapes for the best 

production and how to choose the best variety of grape depending on your needs.  


